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The decline of the Christian 
population was quick and striking in the 


thriving Palestinian cities _ like 


Almost half of the 
Palestinian Christian refugees fled to 
Lebanon. The other half settled in the West 


Bank and Jordan (7,000 in East Jerusalem, 


4,500 in Bethlehem, 5,500 in Ramallah, and 
9,000 in Amman and Madaba), thereby in- 


creasing the number of Christians in East 


Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 


The Nakba and the establishment of the 
State of Israel was a huge blow to the 


demography of the Palestinian Christian 
community and triggered a trend toward a 


declining demography. 


they were compelled to 
leave their land and start an indefinite real- 
ity as refugees stranded in camps and in 
the diaspora. 
Alas, the depopulation of the land of its 
Christian inhabitants did not stop there, 
and 


The 


tale of Iqrit® illustrates how the newly estab- 
lished State of Israel dealt with the Pales- 


tinian Christian community. Iqrit was a 


